Once you needed a big win on
the horses to afford lunch at a
Michelin-starred restaurant. But
now, says Dominic Midgley,
they're offering great deals

B 3 hen Michelin-
\ starred chef
Bjorn van der
Horstwas plan-

ningthe pricelist for his new
restaurant last summer he
ised a £90-a-head menu.
But the credit crunch hit,
and when his Clerkenwell
eaterie, the Eastside Inn,
finally opened for business
earlier this month the £90
extravaganza had been whit-
tled down to £45 for three
coursesand £65 for seven.
And Van der Horst is not
the only uber-chef who is
confronting the reality ofthe
recession.

No lessthan 44 of the 49
London restaurants that have
been awarded at leastone
Michelin star—cthe most pres-
tigiousaward for culinaryex
cellence - are offeri r
value setlunch dcahnggma

Joel Robuchon, for exam-
ple, who runs the two-star
LAtelier de Joel Robuchon, is
offering a two-course lunch
forjust £19a head (see list).

Price: £15.50 (3 courses)
I Cuisine: Mod, European
63 Frith Street, W1

.- Ristorante
 Semplice
Price: £16 setlunch of

ingdishessuchas smoked eel
risotto with horseradish
cream- forjust£15.50.

Andifit'sa ggnd setting

e looki; T, yOu can’t
%Tm:hlmﬁgthmdwm
star LAmbassadede Ullein
South Kensingron, which is
offering a two-course lunch
for£20.

It's not just the prices that
have improved either. *The
serviceis betternow oo, says
one restaurant consultant.
“There s no more ofthearro-
ganceand snootiness there
used tobe”

While Hliot Sandiford, head
oflifestyleat Bacchus PR, says:
“Allinall, you're not just get
ting value in terms of
deals but added value in
terms of the experience.”

Hmwpmentour

Iunchdv.-alsmla%;ea:
aII of London's Michelin-
starred

ADDITIONAL REPDRTING rap-m ‘I.I.I.!-'I‘ I Suplr chefs (1-r) Michel Roux Jr (Le Gavroche), Jason Alhcrmn (Hm Grill‘,l, Brett Graham (The Ledbury),
BY LAUREN DAVIES Marcus | i

| two courses with coffee,
© £19 for two courses with
. glass of wine and coffee,
: £22 forthree courses with
: glass of wine and coffee

| Cuisine: Italian

. 8-10 Blenheim

. Price: From £16.20 (2
| courses - if shared) or

BUZZING | Greatlunch
deal at'Wild Honey

g (Marcus | gatThe y), Atul Kochhar (B ),and G
+ Club Gascon + Kai
| Price: £18 (3 courses) Price: £19 (3 courses)
| | Cuisine: French . Cuisines Chinese
| 57-59 West Smithfield, | 65SouthAudley
! + Maze Grill | EC1 | Street, W1
| Price: £18 I !
- (3 courses) + Wild Honey = The Ledbury
| Cuisime: New Price: | Price: £19.50 (2 courses
* York grill-stule £1895(3 | -Mon-Sat) £24.50 (3
: 10-13 - courses). Sunday lunch £40
Grosvenor | Cuisine: Mod. European
i Square, - 127 Ledbury Road,
Wii1
ITALIAN FLAVOUR # RhodesW!
™ Ristorante Semplice . Price: £19.95 (2 courses),

| % Amaga

. Price: £16.25 (8 tasting
| portions), £16.50 (3 courses)

: Cuisines Indian |

| Halkin Arcade, Motcomb
| Street, SW1

v PAutre Pied

| Price: £17.95 (2 courses),

£20.95 (3 courses)

aA.I_

AMAZING VALUE

Maze Grill

£23.95 (3 courses) - Wed,
Thurand Fri

| Cuisine: British
| Great Cumberiand Place,

¢ 4+ L'Atelier de Joel
| Robuchon

| Price: £19(2 courses),

| £25(3 courses)

| Cuisines French

| 13-15 West Street, Covent
 Garden, WC2
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30 #%leGavroche — —
o“er E a head . Prices £48 (3 courses,

i | including half a bottle

1 ¥ Roussillon Price: £35,alacane £75  ofwine, half a bottle of ‘

| Prices £55 (3 courses) | Cuisine: Modem mineral water and free

:nﬁnnﬁendﬂ  European coffee and petits fours -
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Get a USB stick-and one month’s
unlimited surfing

st £34.35

Only available instore

i BENTO BOX CLEVER
MNobu Berkeley Street

After your first manth, surfon
oneof our greatvalue plans:
never pay more than...

= E2aday,

m £7 for 7 days

® £15 for 30 days.
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